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MINING AMENDMENT BILL 2012 
First Reading 

Bill read a first time, on motion by Mr C.J. Barnett (Premier). 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the Premier. 

Second Reading 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [3.13 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The purpose of the bill is to amend the Mining Act 1978. The Mining Amendment Bill 2012 proposes a number 
of essentially straightforward changes; however, I will mention the more significant ones. Land that is owned or 
controlled by the commonwealth will be included within the jurisdiction of the Mining Act 1978 where the 
minerals are owned by the state—for example, the Yampi Sound and Lancelin training areas. Previously, such 
land was not subject to the state’s mining laws because it was not covered in any state legislation. Provisions 
requiring prior consultation with the commonwealth before the commencement of any activities have been 
included. 
The compulsory partial surrender requirement for an exploration licence is being moved to the end of the sixth 
year of the term in lieu of the current fifth year. This makes the current one-year compulsory surrender deferral 
option obsolete and it is therefore being removed. As a concession to industry, any exploration licence granted in 
respect of 10 blocks or fewer than 10 blocks will not be subject to the compulsory surrender requirement. Also, 
the maximum discrete areas to remain following compulsory surrender will be expanded to six from the three 
areas that applies currently. 
The definition of “mining operations” is being widened to ensure that all methods of mining are included. 
Advances in technology have allowed different ways to mine minerals, including the processing of minerals in 
the ground; for example, the converting of underground coal to gas may become a possibility in the future. 
Accordingly, the Mining Act 1978 is being updated to allow this processing method to be regulated, as there is 
no state legislation at present that covers this potential method. It must be pointed out, however, that any 
proposal to mine will be subject to all of the state’s environmental, social and safety requirements. 

The miner’s right provisions of the Mining Act 1978 will apply to prescribed conservation land. Currently, a 
number of former pastoral leases are being considered for inclusion into the conservation estate. These pastoral 
leases are presently crown land under the Mining Act 1978 and include highly prospective ground that has 
always been accessible to the holders of miner’s rights. The continuation of these miner’s right provisions over 
this land will maintain the status quo. It should be noted that the mining regulations will specify those as yet not 
created conservation lands to which this will apply, and this can be done only with the concurrence of the 
Minister for Environment. 

Amendments in the Mining Amendment Bill 2012 that can be classed as administrative in nature will assist both 
the mining industry and the Department of Mines and Petroleum. For example, the automatic issue of a hard-
copy licence document will be dispensed with, as electronic processing makes this unnecessary. However, a 
licence document or lease instrument may still be requested. Extension-of-time provisions for doing certain 
administrative acts under the Mining Act 1978 are being streamlined as, for a variety of reasons, additional time 
may be necessary for tenement holders to complete requirements of the Mining Act 1978. Monetary penalties for 
breaches of the Mining Act 1978 are being increased and provision is being made for separate larger monetary 
penalties to apply to bodies corporate than those applicable to individuals. 

The peak mining industry bodies in the state, being the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia, 
the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies, the Australian Mining and Petroleum Law Association 
Ltd, and the Amalgamated Prospectors and Leaseholders’ Association, together with the Department of Regional 
Development and Lands, the Department of Environment and Conservation, the State Solicitor’s Office and the 
commonwealth Department of Finance and Deregulation, have been consulted, and, where appropriate, 
suggested changes have been incorporated into the Mining Amendment Bill 2012. 
The amendments contained in the Mining Amendment Bill 2012 will assist mining and exploration in the state 
and will also overcome issues that have arisen from the day-to-day operations of the Mining Act 1978. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman.  
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